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Talking points for LD 2008 An Act To Establish a Court Process for Involuntary Substance Use Disorder Treatment with Web Links
1. Let us just focus on the whole purpose of this bill which is to force people into SUD treatment.  We as individuals with lived experience know that this approach does not work and can cause unintended consequences.
2. The percentage of people living with mental health and SUD (aka co-occurring) is at least 50% and many say this percentage is much higher. NIMH » Substance Use and Co-Occurring Mental Disorders (nih.gov)
3. We do not believe that forced treatment works Why Forced Psychiatric Treatment Should Be Banned: Even the Science Says Its Wrong | by Mad In America | Mad In America | Medium 

4. We have to get better at living with risk. We cannot force people into treatment when we see they are suffering (exclusions to this are danger to self or others.) 

5. The intention of this bill completely goes against what recovery means. A Dozen Ways You Can Support Someone in Recovery | Psychology Today  Recovery and Recovery Support | SAMHSA 

Just an FYI: Having a judge order someone struggling with substance use disorder into treatment against his or her wishes is a controversial approach among addiction treatment clinicians. About three dozen states have laws allowing judges to order people into treatment for drug or alcohol addiction. These laws are similar to civil commitment statutes that allow judges to order individuals into a psychiatric facility if a physician determines he or she is a threat to the safety of him or herself or others. From Is Forcing People With Substance Use Disorder Into Drug Treatment a Good Idea? | Patient Advice | US News



